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Where in the world would you like to go?

r ravi .’

anyiwhere

CLAIRE WALLACE TRAVEL BUREAU

xborough) WA, 38471

710 AT BAY AND GERRARD

quality fashion furs

at solid savings

*

Michelle

Patricia Joudry
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World Premiere Aven

CENTURIES-OLD TRADITION—A NEW DISCOVERY

THE ROYAL Royal Theatre to be presented in this
oldest ballet in the i | country by Columbia Artists Manage-
tinuous history, brings > est ment in association with Howard
dance experience i Lanin, Inc. By this Danish - American
diences. Under the patronage o collaboration, what is probably the
Frederik IX, it comes on its fir t largest ballet company to be seen in
o America — ¢ its f side this country appears here for the
Europe to giv ¢ in this most limited engagement ever —
country a first 1 seventeen performances at the Metro-
tion and the opulence yal politan Opera House to be followed
ballet. by appearances in only ten cities on
: ; I this hemispsere, But, with truly royal
‘h"‘-‘{'!.’“ of the very vocal demands ypulence, in the short visit (which
of ,}f“'i 1 critics and a travellng ]asts only until the end of October)
public, which h: urne; t > the ] company presents the most
l‘y‘#’““"“_.\ company in 1ts own paia lavish repertory with more full length
theatre in Copenhagen, 1t 3 100 un allets any company has ever
1!- ree years ago tng allet ffered. " teen ballets, representing
jlli"{\‘" £ AVAILIASS Al o 3 hree centuries, come with their full
S 1 from the Royal Theatre
penhagen—so many, in fact, that
city will see them all. New

will see eleven.
mtemporary American audi-
1e newest experience is this
old tradition. The opening

OF CANADA LTD.

INVITES YOU TO VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOMS, WITH INTERESTING DIS-
PLAYS OF FURNITURE, FABRICS, LIGHTING FIXTURES AND UNUSUAL GIFTS.
BY THE BEST KNOWN SCANDINAVIAN AND EUROPEAN DESIGNERS.

116 BLOOR ST. WEST

WA. 3-4504




CENTURIES OLD TRADITION (Continued)

of the Royal Theatre in the King’s appearing in major dramatic ballets,
New Square in 1748 is usually taken dancers appearing in both opera and
as the beginning of this famous com drama.
pany. But the t lition - of court
ballet and danc ymedies — is far Another novel experience for
older. Court ballet. ancestor of all American audiences will be a first
ballet, has been traced to the acquaintance with the authentic style
teenth centurv i Yenmark and : of each period represented in the
special form of dance ¢ . three centuries of dance. For these
niscent of the Roman lies. ¥ ballets are not, as they might be in
known in the Middle Ages and, ¢ other companies, “restorations.” From
bined with ¢ yrmalities the “The Whims of Cupid,” oldest ballet
court ballet., provides the s ]e extant, to the “Romeo and Juliet” of
ments of comeds and classic 1955, they are kept in active reper-
tory, preserved with the freshness of
the choreographer’s intent, handed
down by the great dancers of each
The dramati ality this com- generation to the next. And, in the
pany, long a legend i e, is one Royal Ballet School, each generation
of the legacies of this tradition. For is trained in these styles, maintained
from the very first, dance has been as they were at their peak. Further-
a part of drama in the Danish theatre more, all are trained together and
and drama, a part of dance. In the perform together (seven - year - olds
Royal Theatre, as nowhere else in and topranking dancers). For the
the world, dance, 12 and opera strength of the Danish ballet is that
are, not only u A same roof, dancer—and every ballet mas-
but are firmly vined — actors er—has studied in the royal school.

style, which ¢
of Danish ballet

O’S MOST DISTINGUISHED HOTEL”

HE NEW

PARK PLAZA

showplace of Canada . . . magnificently luxurious . . . where the
commonplace . . . here is gracious living at its finest . . . quiet,
ice, elegant comfort and genial hospitality.

ROOF DINING ROOM

NEW PRINCE ARTHUR DINING ROOM
ROOF LOUNGE

PRINCE ARTHUR LOUNGE

Menu ‘-”‘

“Room “Nicolette o THE PLAZA ROOM

AT AVENUE ROAD WA. 4-5471

{ their must

‘\'\ e.nue West, Tor®




LA VENTANA

' 4 Balletdivertisement by August Bournonville
‘\
3 Music arranged and composed by H. C. Lumbye and W. Holm

iction: Frank Schaufuss and Hans Brenaa

(C As N { LIMITED Conductor: Johan Hye-Knudsen
The Mirror Dance rreeeeeeeeneneneeenene.. ViVEKA Segerskog, Agneta Segerskog

'y 4 . .
M”O"m('(} '/ J’@“ (') ()/[PIZ {11(9/ O/I/Zet@ Pas de trois . Ruth Andersen, Mette Mollerup, Anker Orskov

Solo ... : B Verner Andersen

T R(\f EY {TO S O D E La Seguidilla Viveka Segerskog, Verner Andersen
ORON TOR

e iAo s s Four couples
95A BI )R STREET WEST S s 1 S )

CORNEI THOMAS STREET Elin Baue: Kjeld Noack Fritzy Koch <oee-... Poul Klipmann
. 2 re h T 7 / P < 9 n 3 2ol
We cordially invite you to insj t we. cohaider to. be most refined display of Eva Munch l'age Wendt Mona Hansen ......... Flemming Beck
S i raftsmanship in its field w of introduction—wt} we hope will result in the
superior Cldft\mdll\.hu In 1ts 1 1 S ¥ 1d 0 f One hundred ye ago this very autumn Bournonville created this ballet as a gala divertisement
same warm and frlend]_\' reception 5 the world over. for a single nigl performance at a fete in Copenhagen. It was especially done for Juliette
offer: Price, a favorite of the ti and her sister Sophie. Bournonville devised a ‘“‘mirror dance"
in which a senorit lanced before a mirror frame and her “reflection”—a striking likeness—

repeated her movements with the utmost precision. This “‘one nighter'” has had a long life.

INTERMISSION

Handmade Silverware

— OUR FELICITATIONS

nhagen Porcelain

W

@ to
Sug A Copenftish S grenial THE ROYAL DANIESH: BAIMSED

/JUSTN\

Pewter & Bronze on their first visit to Canada

,
Furniture b )enmark’s Greatest Designe
[” THE ACADEMY  OF S iBAIS=s
f 'TTINA BYERS, A.R.AD. et ATC.
aice S MARJORIE HASKINS, A.T.C.

y (3
Crystal, Glassware, Ceramics, Stonew enware, Wickerware, Brassware, Wrought Iron, € -
ics f re, ickerware 84" Berwick Avenue HU. 8-6171

OTHER STORES \.:rUATL‘D IN: \,
LONDON - PARIS - NEW YORK - COPENHAGE
BERLIN : STOCKHOLM - BARCELONA - BRUSSE




Boris Volkoff

sotde bheo
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Twenty-Fifth Anniversary

of
Ballet in Canadc‘

st Artists:
MELISSA HA JURY GOTS( AT
[RENE APIN} NORMAN THOMSON
YONE KVI ‘ DAVID TOGT
NATALIA BT SYDNEY VOUSDEN

the Scho
INY ORCHESTRA -

AZZOLENI CONDUCTING

>SS EY FALLE
AY, NOVEMBER 22nd

Roman

Harald Lan

Scene

La Sylphide
Anna, a farmer’
James, her son

Effy, her niece, Jan

Nancy, Effy’s fri

Gurn, a young peas

Madge, a fortun
Two Peasants
Soli

Act 1

Act 11

ACT I:

First ballet of the R

28th, 1836, d hs
A French version 1|
the rage for ballet
pearls, dryads, elve

same Bournonville and

ballet but which hs

the other Bournonville
the only authentic ¢
Chopin, Heine and Bo

11
LA SYLPHIDE

tic ballet in two acts by August Bournonville

' Music by H. Lovenskjold

der’s production by Frank Schaufuss and Hans Brenaa
'y according to sketches by Ove Chr. Petersen
Conductor: Johan Hye-Knudsen

L e LN e e, Kirsten Simone

..... Britta Cornelius-Knudsen

e : 3 Stanley Williams

5" bride St AL, Viveka Segerskog
Kate Schaufuss

.... Kjeld Noack

- Lizzie Rode

Poul Vessel, Ole Palle Hansen

Anker Orskov, Verner Andersen
Stanley Williams, Kirsten Simone, Kirsten Petersen,
Ruth Andersen, Mette Mollerup, Tove Gabrielsen,
Elisabeth Enevoldsen, Vivi Thorberg, Inger Thofner,
Mona Hansen, Ulla Jensen, Elin Bauer
room of a farmhouse in Scotland. ACT II: A forest.
Age, “La Sylphide"” was first performed in Copenhagen, November
I down by one generation of dancers to the next without break.
ioni 32) has long since disappeared. “La Sylphide” started
rs of simple folk with supernatural naiads, ondines,
most famous successors were ‘‘Napoli” (1842) by the
(1841), which, like “La Sylphide,” was originally a French
ved to our day only in 1890 Russian versions. “La Sylphide” and
] ts (which exist only in the Royal Danish repertory) are accordingly,
tant ballets of the Romantic Age—which produced Byron, Delacroix,
nville.

INTERMISSION

Ewvery good wish to

THE ROYAL DANISH BALLET

m its first Canadian appearance

from

THE JANET BALDWIN SCHOOL OF BALLET

1110 YONGE ST

CLARKSON

[ J
— STAFF —
Janet Baldwin Volkoff
Barbara Cook Bill McGrath

(Adv. member R.A.D.)
®
Special Classes For Boys
L
'REET (Rosedale Subway Station) WA, 3-2793

W d A
Branches
WILLOWDALE




We welcome
md wish to extend

our ('un(]ratu/ations

and sincere (}00(1 wishes

to the

R ’"’fjw’,ﬂ Danish Baller

Royal Theatre m Copenhagen

on their

First < American Sour

B(‘f}l(l(/(’ﬂe @ur/)('nlvr

BERNADETTE CARPENTER SHOP
“The Shop for Dancers”

WA. 1-8165

111
DREAM PICTURES

Ballet by Emilie Walbom
Music by H. C. Lumbys« Production: Niels Bjorn Larsen
Harlequin’s solo by Harald Lander Conductor: Johan Hye-Knudsen
Prelude
Hans Christian : Stanley Williams
The Dream
Amelie Waltz Mona Vangsaa, Stanley Williams
Crinoline Polka-Mazurka Lillian Jensen, Mona Hansen, Birthe Scherf,
Ole Palle Hansen, Arne Melchert, Ole Suhr
Polichinelle Tarantella-Galop Kate Schaufuss, Vivi Thorberg, Lizzie Rode,
Ulla Jensen, Borge Ralov, Kay Lund,
Flemming Beck, Kjeld Noack, Ole Fatum
Columbine Polka-M: a : : Kirsten Ralov
Kroll’s Ball Tunes . Kirsten Ralov, Borge Ralov,
Niels Bjorn Larsen
Dance of the Young and the Old Inga Gotha, Britta Cornelius - Knudsen,
Eli Landay, Eva Munch, Inger Thofner, Elin Bauer,
oul Vessel, Preben Andrup, Jan Holme, Anker Orskov,
Tage Wendt, Verner Andersen
Sylphide Waltz Mona Vangsaa, Borge Ralov
Zouave Galop .. Inge Sand, Svend Erik Jensen
Homage March to King George I St .... Entire corps de ballet
Salute to August Bournonville : Entire corps de ballet
Postlude
Amelie weverceee. Mona Vangsaa
PLACE
The Tivoli Gardens of Copenhagen in the days when King Christian VIII, Hans Chr. Lumbye
and August Bournonville d
DROMMEBILLEDER i h name of this ballet. Choreographed in 1915 by Emi}ie
Walbom, it w intendec nt homage to the Russian Michel Fokine and the I)nmfh
Bournonville. F I naval” (1910) as a model, Miss Walbom set 'her work in
the Bournonville peric and ¢ collection of dance compositions by Bournonville's f:\vm'xuj
omposer, Hans Ch Lumbye vk was known as “The Johann Strauss of the North.
I'he locale is the Ti ( th now the heart-strings of all Danes—where, a century
ago Lumbye led his > € h his violin and where, today, his statue still dominates
the plaisance. Thro r s half-real, half-dream people. Note that the
Sylphide (s0 much ¢ t o unish ballet through Bournonville's “La S‘_vhxhide")‘ has ‘hem
become a member of t Commedia dell’Arte characters along with Harlequin and Columbine.

WELCOME
from
TORONTO BALLET SCHOOL
and
SOMETHING NEW UNDER THE SUN
WILDERNESS BALLET CAMP
PROGRAMME DIRECTORS OF
ANNUAL MADAWASKA VALLEY FESTIVAL

1927 YONGE STREEI HU. 9-3285




THE SEVEN BALLERINAS

/) c
hafiext ﬂ o’ cOpNes thie MONA VANGSAA e KIRSTEN RALOV ¢ MARGRETHE SCHANNE

Z

INGE SAND

RUTH ANDERSEN METTE MOLLERUP e KIRSTEN SIMONE

'(D . -
#q'y,/ The miracle of containing seventhem. Vangsaa, Ralov and Schanne

ballerinas in one company, has un- were all elevated within the same
doubtedly been aided by the Danish year; Inge Sand followed several
system of ranking t ancers in years later and Andersen, Mollerup
very ‘xte;.m\ according to the date and Simone were all elevated on the
their appointment that rank. same day only this year.
'-!."‘xl:."h all seven Danish ballerinas Thus the Danes have spared them-
the same ra: thin this selves the painful choice of who is
acket the individi 1ames are  “best”—a question on which there
isted in order of se v of ap- would never be an agreement among
yointment. However, \ divide balletomanes — either Danish or
mselves, in a wi nto three foreign. The truth is that they are
of the Royal Danish Ballet in its First North American enior ballerinas (Vangsas, Balov sad Siifterett 10 end Mol SRS E et
ST ]‘ni"n‘,\-‘um.' tthe ol B R Vit AT Schanne) and t]n'm'r‘ ; s (Ander- who have known them fmce child-
3 - : = : sen, Mollerup and Simon ith Inge hood, could no more do without them

is delighted to join in welcoming it to our sho . . 1 i)
2 g g Lz « Sand as a sort of 1 between than real parents.

oo.... o

Royal Ballet’s first visit to London was only three years ago when

ied King Frederik IX of Denmark to the coronation of Queen

. This present leave from the Royal Theatre is limited to only

teen performances at the New York Metropolitan Opera House, followed
five-week tour.

The ever-growing dance interest in this country . . . signaled afresh by gned Equipment before you buy

brief American season of the Royal Danes .. . is a matter articular d learn the truth about Hi-Fi
to Capezio. For it has been our pleasure to contribute continuously
expansion by serving the dance with the very finest tools of the art

Japezio Dance i“uu[‘,\vul' and Accessories. A THE E‘ GH FIDELITY SHOP

Ainice 18 The greatest advantage in selecting “matching components” instead of
since 87. This unbroken tradition is your assurance of unparalleled crafts ; ble price
3 £ “nackag ¥ s o aunerior aualitv oD tion & ompara 1ce.
nanship and the fit necessary to meet your most exacting needs. ickage units™ 1s a su juality of reproduction at a comp: P

I'he Dancer's Cobbler has created footwear for dancers the

nstrations and estimates
wned progressive expansion
1dy made and custom cabinets

ranty and service on all sales

yurself to hear the difference

¢ &%
5]

Store Hours Noon to 9:00 p.m.

Saturday 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

AV, 8-5978 WA. 1-4624 557 MT SAQANT ROATD ( ~ Theatre HU. 8-6443
University Street 1174 Bay Street 557 MT. PLEASANT ROAD (next Crest Theatre)

Montreal Toronto




THE NATIONAL BALLET
OF CANADA
extends its congratulations
and best wishes to the
ROYAL DANISH BALLET
on their premiere

North American Tour

Three Week Toronto Season
JANUARY 7th to 28th
ROYAL ALEXANDRA THEATRE

National Ballet of Canada 73 Adelaide St. West

SEVEN

BORGE RALOV e SVI
FRANK SCI
FREDBJORN

“The rumor that the bo;
than the girls proves to
John Martin, Dean of
critics, cabled the New
from Copenhagen where
viewing the 1956 May F
good as the boys undot
the girls meet them on
ground. What a companj
can not only dance witl
can also act with conv
expertly and play witl

character, technical con

great style.”

The men of the Royal Dar

have been famed for

centuries for their virility

someness, athletic prow

traordinary acting ability

in any country or any

cept for the Danish, top
are so few and far betv
Danish men have been em

somewhat at the exper

sisters . . . and wives! But

GREAT MEN OF DANCE

VD ERIK JENSEN e NIELS BJORN LARSEN
IAUFUSS e STANLEY WILLIAMS

BJORNSSON e HENNING KRONSTAM

s are better aside, John Martin’s very denial of
be a libel,” masculine pre-eminence indicates that
UU.S. dance where there’s smoke there is a likeli-
York Times hood of fire. Man-of-Art, and world-
was re- traveler Virgil Thomson wrote to the
stival, “For New York Herald Tribune, “The
btedly are, Danish men average higher in skill
their own than those in any other troupe . . .
this is! It the level of technique throughout the
legance, it ensemble is the highest that exists
tion, fence today.”

sense ¢
n ,.“; ;m)(fj BORGE RALOYV is the First Soloist
and dean of the Royal Danish Ballet
today. In Denmark there would be
sh Ballet no hesitation in saying that his big-
last two gest role is the male lead (Gennaro,
hand- the Neapolitan fisherman) in their
and ex- beloved “Napoli,” greatest (to them)
Because, of all the Bournonville ballets and
ipany ex- ranked as one of Denmark’s National
notch men  Tpreasures. Since he first performed
en the the part, it has been exclusively his

hasized— ; 3
their and he will, of course, perform it

-
rallantry  throughout the American visit.

PAI

GOLD MEDA

Forme)

Now
Y

CLASSICAL

CH

INQUIRII

M E L A, FOISTHER

IST, ROYAL ACADEMY OF DANCING

Prineipal Dancer, London, England

*

forming classes in Toronto
mnee and St. Clair district

*

ALLET AND MODERN DANCE
LDREN AND ADULTS

Keep Fit Classes
£

PLEASE TELEPHONE - WA. 3-9298




BALLET AT ITS BEST

Superb LP High Fidelity Recordings

on RCA VICTOR
D&

Enjoy your favourite Ballet music over and over again in
. superbly recor

own home with RCA VICTOR recordings . .
full Dimensional sound for your continued pleasure.

SWAN LAKE—Acts Il and I1I—(Tchaikovsky)—Leopold Stokowski :

Orchestra

SYLVIA and COPPELIA—(Delibes)—Pierre Monteux and member

Boston Symphony Orchestra

DAPHNIS and CHLOE—(Ravel)—Charles Munch and the Boston Sy

Orchestra

SCHEHERAZADE—(Rimsky- l\nr\ul\nﬂ")~“\e\\ Orthophonic” High
recording—Morton Gould and his Orchestra !

LES SYLPHIDES — (Chopin) and GRADUATION BALL — (J. St
Fiedler conducting Boston Pops Orchestra I

Latest Recordings of Favourite Operas:

I'RAVIATA — (Verdi) — De Luxe Package containing 3 - 12" re
Libretto—Pierre Monteux conducting—and for a limited time a
of original Alexandre Dumas novel “Camille” from which
was taken

LA BOHEME — (Puccini) Sensational new recording — conduct
Thomas Beecham—starring Victoria de Los Angeles—Jusi Bjoel
Robert Merrill—with Libretto—2 records in album I

MUSIC FIOUSLE

DIVISION OF
CUSTOM SOUND AND VISION LTD.

359 Eglinton Ave. West (opposite Eglinton Theatre)
OPEN EVENINGS till 10 — MO. 3951

1uss)

M

and
l(lp\
1ata

- 6040

Sir

g and
6042

COMPLETE GLOBA!

Whether for business or

SERVICE . .

osure, alone, in a group or on a conducted part,, we

handle all transportation, hotels, car hire, theatre, sightseeing, visas and health papers

— every detail of your trip

1956-57 Cruis

JOHN

44 AVENUE ROAD (Petticoat

and Trans-Atlantic Sailings Now Available.

AUSTIN TRAVEL

Lane) TORONTO 5, ONT.

ephone: WAlIlnut 4-7179

FOR COLUM

Frederick C. Schar
Leverett Wright

Company Manager

Press Representative
General Promotion
Advance Press Representa
Secreta

Master Carpenter and St
Master Electrician

Master of Properties
Wardrobe Master
Wardrobe Mistress

[A ARTISTS MANAGEMENT, INC.

President

Vice Pr exuicnt in charge of production
of the Royal Danish Ballet

: . George Ford
. Isadora Bennett
. Richard Pleasant
Humphrey Doulens
Nancy Tuttle

. Lewis L. Smith
Richard Lawler
... Hoyt B. Parr
Edward Dunne

> on tour

Manager

OCAL IMPRESARIO
CONCERTS AND ARTISTS
VARLOW CONCERT SERIES

Timely Hair Fashions!

A parade of fashion that is sure to

please every woman.

Learn the value of regular profes-
sional beauty care to emphasize

your charm and personality.

PETER HAIRSTYLING
SALON

836 YONGE STREET

(just above Bloor)

Telephone: WA. 4-1141




THE NEW

FORD HOTEL

Under New Ownership and Management
offers

For Your Pleasure

Return Engagement of Canada’s own
LLOYD BURRY
The Electrifying Wizard on the
Mirrored Hammond Organ—Can be seen and heard nightly
in any of our Three Beautiful Rooms.
The Tropical Lounge
The Pirates Cave
The Bahama Terrace

Tropical Atmosphere Throughout
Relax in the Stone Caves or by the Waterfall-
Aquarium under the Palms.
Air Conditioned
750 Rooms with Shower—Radio—T.V.

Bay at Dundas EMpire
Opp. Bus Terminal 6-9911

IMPORTS

e DRESSES
o GOWNS
e SUITS
o COATS

Custom made hats by Lilli at our Bloor Street Store

GOODMAN’S

114 BLOOR WEST 388 EGLINTON WEST

Thrill to your favorite Ballet Music on

COLUMBIA RECORDS

r;\!; E PARISIENE AND 'r‘_! YLPHIDES— CL 741 - 4.20

igene Ormandy and ¥ hia Orchestra .
SWAN LAKE—Kostelanetz Orchestra
SLEEPING BEAUTY—Kostelanetz and Orchestra . .
FAUST AND AIDA BALLET MUSIC—Cleva and Orchestra ...
GAYNE BALLET SUITES—I d Orchestra

.. CL 804 -4.20
.. OL 715 -4.20
. ML 4886 - 4.98

CL 714 -4.20

adway Shows . . . .
: L 5 5.98

MY FAIR S OL 5090 - 5.9
FATR LADY—Original OL 5118 - 5.98

MOST HAPPY FELLA—Ori
SOUTH PACIFIC—Original Cas : : < OL: 4150-5.98
PAJAMA GAME Slte ¢ OL 4840 - 5.98
KISS ME KATE—Origina t < Qt :{l‘ég;:‘
NOEL COWARD AT LAS VEGAS—Original Cast . ! OL 5063 - 4.9
LOTTE LENYA-Theatre Sor KURT WEILL =3
The Best in LP RECORDS — ALL LABELS
CLASSICAL POPULAR - JAZZ - FOLKMUSIC

RENDEZVOUS BOOKSHOP

734 YONGE STREET — (4 doors above Charles)
OPEN EVENINGS UNTIL 10 P.M. —

KL 5056 - 5.98

WA. 2-6535




Now

For the First Time in Canada

YOU CAN RENT
a Stole, Cape or Jacket

for that WEDDING, DANCE, OPERA,
CRUISE, VACATION

for as low as $6 to $1s per day

Luxurious let-out deep MINK stoles in beautiful tones of ROYAL PASTEL, WILD MINK, SILVER
BLUE, BLACK DIAMOND and other shades, also a variety of PERSIAN LAMB, MUSKRAT, HUDSO®
SEAL and other furs in STOLES, CAPES and JACKETS.

Special rates—Daily, Weekly and Monthly. For further information and reservations phone,

317 mELADEW. M ALTON FURS v 61320

Little Denmark
Tabern

Famous for

DANISH SMORGAASBORD

DANCING NIGHTLY TO WALLY THOMPSON’S BAND

720 BAY STREET Reservations
(at Gerrard) EM. 4-7610

/077000

vssA SELECT CIGARETTE

. ‘%U.

7

!

\
FOR DISCERNING PEOPLE (




EATON'S
BALLEESE

an (!

SKATING
SHOP

featuring
“Bernadette Carpenter”
supplies




{M M U S I C OJ:/S6M dance, the Danes are light on their
—L

Ballet of Fables

Some like their ballet new, lean and
glinting; they favor the New York City
Ballet. Some like it pageantesque, formal
and applauseworthy; they favor London’s
Sadler’'s Wells. Some like it storyful, mel-
low and magical; they had almost no place
to turn except Copenhagen, where the
Royal Danish Ballet spun comfortably
on its 200-year-old tradition, rarely ven-
tured into the outside world (TmME, Aug.
; 53). But last week the Danes were
in  Manhattan’s Metropolitan Opera

House, and provided crowds with some-
thing to cherish for years to come.

Foam Rubber. On the festive opening
night (Danish national anthem,
cheers) the featured work was La Sylph-
ide, choreographed by famed August
Bournonville in 1836 and passed down
virtually unchanged from lip to toe. It be-
gins with a round of mimed action during

speec hes,

which some observers usually expect the
dancers to burst into recitative and aria
at any moment. The white-clad sylph

(Margrethe Schanne), her supernatural
character implicit in the tiny wings at her
waist, falls in love with the Scotch farm
boy (Henning Kronstam); but when the
f ly arrives, she dashes over to the fire-
place and literally whisks up the chimney.

After that, the drama of the
boy’s unhappy betrothal to a human girl
is developed through the dancers’ fi
tips—pointing at the indicate
tears, at the forehead for mystification, at
the ceiling to swear by all that’s holy, etc.
There are magic veils, palm reading and
plots until the sylph’s little wings drop off
and, faltering as if blind, she dies. When,
amid all this fabulizing, they get a chance
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DANCERS KrRONSTAM & SCHANNE IN “LA SyLPHIDE”
For those who like it storyf

toes—as if the stage were covered with
foam rubber—and their movements are
graceful rather than virtuoso. Everything
they do onstage helps the drama, and
so there are no star dancers, nor is there
much pause for applause. Nevertheless
there were gasps of approval at the power-
ful male leaps.

Green Seaweed. Choreographer Bour-
nonville’s other big ballet of the week,
Napoli, was only a few years younger
(1842), had even more pantomime as well
as one long actful of leaps and turns. It
also contained a memorable little piece of
magic that delighted New York
City audiences as if they were children at

stage

ul, mellow and magical.

their first puppet show. When Teresina
(Kirsten Ralov) is turned into a naiad,
she kneels in a pink gown, then suddenly
stands up dressed in green seaweed. Later,
with as little fanfare and in full view, she
suddenly switches back to pink.

There is less magic in the minor fare
offered by the Royal Danes—Graduation
Ball is even more giddy than Ballet Thea-
ter’s version; Dream Pictures is a point-
less period piece that does, however, in-
clude a hilarious dance by three doddering
octogenarian couples. While it is at the
Met, the company will offer the first U.S.
performances of Romeo and Juliet, with
the Prokofiev score and new choreography
by Frederick Ashton. Then it will visit
ten cities in the eastern U.S. and Canada
to give more Americans a chance to see
ballet storyful, mellow and magical.
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