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IMISS MAUD ALLAN]
INTERVIEWED. |

STORY OF HER INDIA
OFFICE VISITS. .

Mise Maud Allen sailed for Indis » week
sgo.  She Jeft guietly. and her letter, pub- |
lished iz * The Daily Chrogicle " yesterdsy, |
=zt yeeued irom ber home in Regent's Park |
< on her csbled instructions from Brindisi,

Before ehe left London she pave to @
« " Daily Chronicle™ representative—ior de-
laved publicasion—distails of fnterviews with

Gliciws 8y the India Oftice concérping her -

vl k.u:.
i " Yes, 1 am guing to dance in India sfier
BT she said, i spite of irreaponsihin
' enhies from Bombay snd Caleutte police-
mer. and foony little Jetters from * Constant
Resdere.' i

“Why was [ silent when those seare
cabies were being fished for from India
snd landed over here! Because I did no:
think 1 was anenerable to irresponsibility. .
1 wae screly wempted at ome time w
repi 10! A Hritish Consul’ who had not the

Bnitishness' o disciose his pame, but 1
bit down my disgust instead, and waited
and hoped be was proud of his act of
British maohood in, as it were, stiacking
s woman from s dsrkened doorway.

The last poor flicker of disiress was a-
cibiegram from Bembay, publiched in cer-
tain Epglish newspupers, to the effect that
lZw poiice there would certainly not permit
the periormance of the Salome dance. T
supprie the fact is of little consequence to

¥ euemies, new that ther have had their
littie excitement 1 my expense over my pro-
'p\“ed vicit {0 Indin, 16 learn that it “was’

neser for & mument my intention {o per.
{ form the Szlame drnece there However
| tha: 1< the case, ]
: S One diang 1 wax determiined  upor.

veie b )

o Shethar 1 wen: o India or not, and that
iu:ﬁ tlia remavel of the eligma cest eo nw
{and m3 art by the slmost indacently elums:
i fusiion in which thi< campaign against me

was engineencd.  Tils, 1 thought, was 'n-
| Tuiesable. aini the officials at the Indin Office
{tipezm so 120, For that st jeast they hare

MWy zenitnig. . . . They wers evmpnthetic
foneuzl in theors, hal in nractiee their piti-
tnds was far from helnfnl

QFFER TO ABANDON THE TOUER.

I offersd nor to go to indis 3 tler,
officially, would nsk me nee o0 do Eo

Bnt they ould . say  gothing. While

e ———

RIS s -

. agreeirig that [ had b_en shameluony trested

b Bomhar policemen, ' Constant Readers.”
and myaiorioue ‘ Brtish  Copeuls’ they
nere quite content 1o let theee cutside fulk
dn their work for them.

‘4\"

“ The interviews st the india Oftice,
which exlended over 1wo or three weeks, |
Ppromised 8t it to resultan » Lappy cotn-
:promisc. We had almost areanged that mv |
jdancas shonld Le given in a more or less pr
{vatc way, like ire more intellectual and
. thoughtful dramstic works s Englond—
:thot 1, in the Stage Society manner knows
- as * by subscription.’ We 1elked of specirl
theatres snd snstitutes and * pelected '
avdiences, snd other conditions in which 1
muight, with saleiy to the Indian Empire,
perform such furious orgies of moral cor-
ruptica ss Mendelssohn's “Bpring Song.’
Rubinstein’s * Vslse Caprice “Anitra's
Denea ' irom Grieg's ' Peer Gynt' suite,
and so om.
4@yt in the end they preferred to le
D ruled in the matter, a8 the fastuon I8 te-
I dny, by country clergymen sud snonymous |
i Jetter-writers; and here 1 sm, going oul i0
| fight my own battle in my cwn way and 10
 faca the conscquences like a—woman!
| NO FEAR OF HER CRITICS.
\ **Beforel go. I would like to read to you
\ some English newspaper descripiions, writ-
{ten ouly three or four years ego, of the per-
!{crmances that a¢ * going to shume the waite
iweman in the eyves of the natives of Indis
'and entirely wreck her prestige smong them.”
‘Knowing. as you probably do. something of
the English and American entenainmenis
.thsl sre enjoyed by mixed sudiences st the
Bombsy and Calcuita theatres, you will be
amused. 1 sm represenied here {reading
from her ‘cuttings ), uF: .
expressing al! the noblest zTis, tbe music of
ihe masiers, the Foyihm of HGARIOATY
poems, the trinmphs of Greek sculpture and
of Botticelli's brush ,
“ Apd here s third—though it is typiesl
of & hundred: '
One ie moved br ihe essential vouthfolness
and innoosnce of ber nterpretations, Juet
2 one is woved by tho dainty sweel serious
ness of children dancing
“1 have resl those little exiracis o you
only o aliow you whai the Engush women
iu Indis are slleged to be afrsidof. . . .
Do 1 hope to emerge safely from my experi-
mwent in Indiet Fraokly, I do. 1 have no
feer even of the lady president of ‘s braach ‘
!
|
|
|

3

of the Young Womeu's Christian Associn-
fien. in & remote Indisn village, who has
petitioned the Viceroy to pack me off bome
sgain s soon 3s 1 arrive! Tnet sort of
opposition 1 bave Dever fouud difficuk W

with.

“i'm sfraid vou will think me very
crniesl; bue how c&n 1 help being 501 In
Africa there was much e ssme fuss mace
oter my performances—before they were
esccn. But when the fweect Chrnstian women

, cut there, who had been petitioning sutboni-
ties of all kinds and oolours 1o have a fellow
creature  condemned without s heanrg.
Jearned thst I had westhered ihe storm and
was being paironised by intelioectuel people,
they flocked round me—for Iree seste and
Vbenefit matinees” for the objects in which
thoy were interested’ 1 sar again. 1 kuor |
my world 1o well—sad 1 qomelmes wish !
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RECORD BOOKINGS IN BOMBAY.

(From O I C deot). |
rom Our Specis] Corresponded |

pecial O TBAY, Nov. 5. |
. Bookuips for the performances of Mms
AMand Allun opened here to-dsy. An im
sronse: orond of Eurcpeans sad Indiane
Iemcped tho office, overuTing the eounter,

The bookmgs far exceed all reconds,
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London iz B 3
Aussitads tL e
4th Novombor 1913
Ta_ L“'“ Eaerea
The Commissionor of Poli‘ 1

l\JV C‘

London.

Sir
As Maud Allon will bo zoinz out to Dancoin India, I hopo

sne will not dozrado tho Enzlish womonboforo Inlian oyos, as
sho cortainly will if shq appoars on tao stazoes in India scanti-
ly attirod, or in vory low nocked short skirtod drossos, skirts
abovo tho knoos. I havo livod in Indiia sovoral yoars, and have
visited tho. Zonanas of many Hizh Officials andi Nabobs up to tho
tho prosont day andi I know what tho Indian ilioas are, such low
nockold, short skirtol frocks, and scanty attiros as aro soon on
t| Enzxlish.staczos of today will produco bad opinions and offocts

"
in India.

May I suzzost, that tho Commissionors and Suporintond
onts of Polico in Bowbay and othor Prosidoncios and Districts of
India and tho East should issuoe instructions informinz all Dancors
of tho Stacxo, that’thoy aro not to appoar in scanty attiro and
that drossos aro not to bo worn lowor than four or fivo inchos
bolow tho neck and skirts not shortor than taroo or four inchos
bolow tho knaos:' I am, Sir

'

Yours obodiontly

"Eoatrico"
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Lord Crews, ‘

In company with Mr. Walton, who had brought
the personal negotiations to the point already
reported .‘b‘ajbra my return Jrom leave, I called

yesterday afternoon by appointment at Miss Maud Allan's
house in Regent 's Park, and met her ‘and her ‘llanager, |
Mr. McLeod, for a final conversation. In view of
what Mr. Walton had told me of her attitude on previous
6ccasions, when she seems to have been fairly intract-
able and even defiant, she struck me very early in the
conversation as being more alive to the real facts

and to the patent disadvantages of a collision with
public opinion in India than she had been bgfors. I
attribute this to the fuct that she has had time to
reflect on the considserations which /r. Walton brought
before her, and the improvement was therefore dus to
his ekilful opening of the business with her.

In recapitulating the position I pointed out
to her that, all other considerations apart, the
Viceroy had, in causing her to be approached privately

(1) s before
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bsfore her arrangements were fixed, token a =tep which
was in her oun interests and most considerate to her.
He had felt bound to represent privately his om
obfections to ths tour, and to ensure that she fully
appreclated, not only the mischief to herself and the
public intersst generally ef a conflict of oﬁtnton in
which ehe might find herself acutely involved, but
also that\thg Vieceroy's Government is responsible for
the maintenance of the law and in a wider sense for
safeguarding the publiec intsrest. It was thergfore
nescessary for her to realize that, tf‘ths tour, as
contemplated, tukes place, the Indian Government might
possibly in certain circumstances be constrained to
intervens. In any event she must uwnderstand that in
no cass could she recetfve any assurances jrom them
which would tie their hands If intervention shonld
wnfortunately becoms necessary. I was purposely vagne
in dealing with the naturs of the circumstances which
might bring her into confliet with the authoritiss,
but I hinted mainly at unedifying displays of discord,
and left it to her to interpret for herself how far
guestions of public morals were concerned and how far
questions of public order merely. She naturally

considers hersslf a great, probably the greatest
(2) existing,




ex'lstl'ng, authority on the former, and I ghould have
been at a hopeless disadvantage {f the argumant" had
taken that direction. On the latter point she
evidently dgfers to the views of Government.

She acguiesced very fairly in what I had
sald, and was ovldonﬂy sensible of the consideration
shouwn bﬁ the Viceroy. She at once said that, short of
cancelling the visit to India altogether, she was
prepared to take any stepe which would ease the posit ion.
For example, she will not perform the Salome dance,
which shs says she never takes on tour. She said
that on consideration she and her Manager felt that a

" scheme of semi-private performances could be arranged
on the Stuge Socisty model, with postal and Club eirculars
und a private subscription list, and with no displayed

_ posters or money taken at the doord. I then told
her that in the Viceroy's view, this wonld be a wise
and commenduble step, and would tend to ease the
situation. She replied that it meant a very grsat
pecuniary sacrifice, and that, In ordsr to cope
adeguately with the guestion of discrimination in the
sale of tickets, her Manager might be in need of some
sort of authoritative advice. I pointed out that this
would be inconsistent with the Viesroy's declared

{3 ) inability




inability to take any share in the responsibility for
her arrangements, since his hands must be kept perfectly
Jree elther under a scheme of private performances or
undsr the scheme originully contemplated. In ordsr
that thers might be no misunderstanding on thchpolnt

I subssguently sent her the lotter of which a copy s
attached. This point deing disposed of, she was guite
ready to agree that the msres fact of conducting the
performances on seni-private lines wonld immensely
reduce the chances of widsspread public criticism.

At this point somsthing was said as to local
vértatianq of public opinion in India. On my mentioning
the special importance of Calcutta, she voluntarily
suggested the omission of Calcutta from her itinerary.

_ She authorised me to say that she would cancel the

vigit to Calcutta, unless gfter arrival in India ehe
was expressly Invited by a suitable body of the Calcutta
publie to give a private performance there. I told

her that I felt eure that the Viceroy and yon wonld
regard the cancellation of the Calcutta visit as a

wise step. I also gave her a etrong hint of a personal
kind that she would be well advised not to go to Nelhi,
but I cannot feel surse that she will act on it.

(4) The




The foregoing exhuusts the topics mentioned
except for two points relating less to actual business
than to hor'-réggm: propre. In the first pdace she said
that she {8 accustomed to a social position of soms
standing, to Cormmand pcrfomancé and 0 forth. Xr.
Walton {mmediately pointed out that in the peculiar
clmvn.stancu the Viceroy's patronage could‘hardly be
looked for,\k‘md that the manner in which she is
received soclully is one of the risks incidental io |
her going at all. She understood this, but without, I
' think, at all realising how very unpleasant her .coeial
position may bery probably peove to be. She then
proceedsd to her sedond point, which has a financial
a8 well as a personal side. She fesle soms
apprehension that her appearunces might be tc some
extent boycotted by the official world in dgference to
- private pressure by superior authority, and she would
like to feecl that if ehe goee out under the semi-private ' |
arrangement, which entails much sucrifice, she will be
getting a fulr run for her monsy. I sald that in this
matter as In the other I could give no assurances, but
that I would report her obssrvations to you.

' She then thanked us in a munner which was evident-
1y sincere for the way in 1which you and the Viceroy
" have deult with the matter, and we left.
T
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Copy.
India Office, S.".
27 September,1913, _ “;‘

B

Dear Mise Allan,

I stated in the course of the interview you
were good enough to give ms this afternoon t’iat\.‘,' while
the Viceroy, for the reasons that I gavo,.-u'dlntaim
his view that ths best solution would have becn ths
cancellation of your Indian tour, he is strongly of
opinion that the adoption of some method of guasi-
private performances such as we discussed, wonld be
commendable and wise and would greatly tend to ease
the possible difficulties of the situation. I also
said, and I think it best to write now in order to
avoid all chunce of misunlerstunding, that while he
thinks the sugrestion of great practical value, he rmst
leave entirely in your hands the manner of carrying it
out, and cannot accept any responsibility either for
himself or his Government, which would tie his hands
either in your owm or future similar cuses.

(Sd) F.H.lLucas.
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