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July 27th.1937. 

Dearest udie. 

1ell, I don 1 t ever ec~ to get any lotterB from you, 
p etty soon. if ;Tou dun' t keep in clo,"e touch with me ,you wi l 
fade aw1y in my thou~hts to jubt that of a distant friend -
so it's up to you to keep your own r1ernory green. 

I kno\ it is a ~ull , trLing tjme for you but at least 
you do not have to cope ;11th the financial matters every ~inute 
of the day. I have been goin throurh a frightful p~tch. but 
have bridged it for the moment. 

To be in with, as y~u knov the La Motte's rent just 
paid ours, b11t t)at left ruteL sna l"ghts a~d nu~erous other 
things to be met constantly -and my own living - their service 
char e paid the serYants lrnt no mare - I got in arre .rs forty 
pounds on the ren - it \~nn't mucl and the Crown have never 
fussed before - but tney bar-an to get fuss~r about it t\ o n, mt-hs 
ago an to ask ahout the rent that w sn't due until this month -

To be in with about two months or so a o a man cume out 
here ( I think I rote to you bout it) He fir.·t had his agents 

a.oprouch r:ie regarding sel i)1g ~est vin ~. then one day he 
ca1'1e ou to see the hot1se and gave h's name as Mr. Zoseph -
~aij he knew you - years ago a~d ~ou knew him as Mr. Jusep~. 
I learned th~t he was real y Lord Duveen - we 1, he was fter 
this house - want8 the whole place though - so I had hr. Jone 
of :ctalph Pay and :1aylor come o .. it and \ve talv::ea it over and 
decidedthat as this is the key to the whole property he s½on a 
pay and pay well - (He has u1ways soaked everyone else in 
art matters - a'1d vL.i le I didn' t}:now it iat first, he is a 
crook of t11e first water.) o Mr. Jones wet1t to his ap.ents and 
told thern we didn't vant to sell , t~a~ it was not necessary 
and we wished just to live here, but if they wanted to buy 
they wou a hnve to pay verr ,ell for hn privilege bnd asked 
forty fhousand pounds l ""'xpecting of course to ha,·e to cone 
down considerably.) ,~ell, we hen.rd nothing further - ... r. 
Jones had told the!"1 that the.r would hui::e to nep:otiate with the 
Crown for the balance of t·1e property. Immediate J.r the Crov\n 
bee:an to hother me about the arrears and to worry about the 
neYt quarter's rent. 

Then to make things 1Jrigi1ter, the La l o tte 's had to 
go to Honolulu and that left rie with no rent co•ninr in - I \~ent 
to see Dr. Na t':-ian ar1d he approached the itr:mrn.x:tu: money 1 ender ... o 
whom I ha formerl~r gone - but after about ten days delay. his 
office said he wa ill and uaay from office an~ they could do 
nothin~. Then D . Nathan suJgested that I take the lAa e to 
ny bsnk, ,en tmim:,~r. B 



The bank manager was away, and only a chief clerk in charge -
at first he saia he would do it, and Dr. Nathan give me a 
rea11;r good send off to them - then after over a week's ci elay 
they decidded they couldn't do it in the manager's ab~ence -
So we were ri~ht up to the last day nearly - I was nearly 
frantic - I was just paral::.~ed - I didn't know in what direction 
to turn - Finally I decided to ask Robin - She and Etinne 
are in Austria - ~tinne is taki.ng a cure for his rehmatism as 
one of the Eades there - I called her up on the long distance 

·and she was horrified that we would lose West Wing and that 
Duveen would just walk in - She agreed to guarantee my over 
draft at the bank for the amount of the rent. She a id not 
hesitate a Moment and was a perfect eear about it. Then the 
next dat· I went to see tn.r solicitor and we telephoned my 

bank from his office and the chief clerl: agreed to accept 
her guarantee for it. I a1raady hud a small overdraft there -
Then the solicitor arranged for the proper papers to be 
sent to Robin to be signed etc - Then I went on to see Dr. 

Nathan andtell him what I had done - and then did some shopping 
and came home and then a out four ociliock the crazy bank 
manager or ret~er clerk telehoned to say ~e couldn't do it 
unless r11y ·overdraft cou-ia cone out 0£ it - \/ell, tr.at vms 
impossible -He had already telephoned Robin's solicitor and 
told Li~ about th~ overdraft anc etc. He was quite admant 
and I didn 1 t kno" whnt to do - I telephoned Robins solicitor 
ana he was furious with the old chief cler:i~ but there see-med 

nothing to do , so then 1 telephoned Dr. Nathan and he didn't 
have anything helpful to suggest - _Then I didn't know whn.t to 
do -(Robin couldn't spare the cash but could do it that 1,,,ay.) 
rhe next day was the final day of grace on the payment of 
rent, • .1 was nenrly :-1ad with frifht. '.l'hen .1 thought of .... r. 
Steven of .Sarc1uys and telephoned him and 1a1d the sitnat~on 
before him. he said ''uure, CO""'O OY er in t~ie T1orni ng and we 11 
fix it up." l went over and we had a talk and he certainly 
is a real person and so kind una business 1 ike - 1!e anC: the 
solicotr fixed it up in five t1imites and today Robin's 
signature should i.1ve arrived. He djd~'t ask ~e anything about 
whether you had a lease or not - or pry into our affairs at 
a~l - He said he hud been up near here not long ago and thought 
of corning in - but he said, "I tri□i.lf,ht if I went in they would 
think I was coT1ing because of the overdraft and I know when 
they can t"hey wi 11 na:r it, unll I'm not going to pother them. 11 

He said - "I wou a "!.i1:o to haive p-one on 1rnlping Miss Allan. 
but fivehundred was just tt e limit I could ro on with.~ 



Now hE"'re is ano .. : _:r matter. You re"'!len1her TT lr"'u.r. .J Jett -
\ 11 , } , , ... , . 1 ,.. . . t , , . .... 1 ... ne. , '16 1as mat i.Kea ~0 ff'1., r:1-nse_::.. 1ni.-1 ea nere qu:.Le a OLo , 
and T :1ave 1't rr:' _ 1ed 1 eca118e 110 i:elped to arr.u3e tl'e La ITotter 
but : ,..,r1vP r:o rP.s1 ec+ fJr hir.1 at all - he iE just u ['pOr)€-"e - und 

· .(' · t·~ · , ... · ' · ... , 1 C' a fOSSl;).3 .. TvC •rO.tl".1t1_ •~r l•>"lf'Jl., f..,iou.:; Vv•i<~ •'.lP. !.0\;._ EP. 
n",-~_.t ½er oeGY ' t. T ~m:1 cPc: ·pa to~~+ ".'r: vllt entir01r - q., 
re~11-., "f ~ e .. ._ L.:!C. Boactr a lot J,1 ,o:..."t t}'e in1portant 

~ ~ 

r;eoi 7 A ·,e 1-r . - 11"u.t !rn (0esn ' .. .rea.,1y - 1u'·e· ap t•1e "lOB'. 
eyt;•ojia"'•1r:T -'-h' ~•r - ,.e --..11 ':llf\ :.t ard l ,1e: ' 1 •1 nt.._ ~:;rr., but hP 
r €.11y ie ~9.r1~~r,-,.. 'l'.: - T!c.,\ 1ei:·e.r di dr. 't want to r1ake him an 

ene'Tiy so dee i ded .~us: to tare:· off - ,.:e haven ' t ~ een T.Uch 
of him ~or severql rruLth~. 

'~1he nifht 1)' ..i:-0re Zero duy • he teltlphoned -rre ':ibout 
eli:iven oc1:c',. ,....t r. 1 fl:t - and trio hud the \,l:o1e ol)pe a1;out "';l.f 
r~l,: bei ·t. u.1 1 e to .'u',/ t} e re:1 t an( ~hk t it vJ,.L3 C: u.e the 
ne-..-t day 'LY.d Um.t ·he was sorry we were ?Oirg to ~:-i.ve t0 le 1":e 
her8 f:tc - ~-•~lb.er"'.; 'Jen~ ril"ht r:ow11 ir ... r::;.T roots und stopped 
bt=> 1tinf, ,. it : :"'..l'''.; lu .... fhed 6-nd ~o~::ed ut1d sai: hu\, ridict,lcu an 
tb1 • wi~erever lrn "O t il.i.i i nfor.rau :j l n L~d given him bhe w.r orig 
f o cd s etc --:- th~t the rent waf· pai 6. anc: al w .. 't:.,.::.• uas- - I >;8'trr> r 

hw r~ cuch nor.ct>nse. I "',-1.cc,~edod in rut tin[ hi:n off ti:1e track , 
but I wac a wreck wher, I ca•.1e £..nay fruT.n tbe phone . Bu: it ,~ i ~ 
ma1:e me decide to rhone Robin. T:e }11:.d o• en hexing sone dea:inrs 

with Duveen re &. ~,o·rthless rJicture of Lis . 

I ' • e r, r . t t e 1 i + a: 1 to Ha '1'lti. and I a '.Y! !::: o ti red I 
cannot carr~ on ~~ch longer, so go acd see her an~ she rill 
tell you all about it ~ya t½a solution - but don task her 
to ovi:-:r t"l-ie telpphnoe- 1 advise :'DU i.-e1·y ctrong1 ~r or that -

.. l.nyho\: he 1u:1:,-e 1ef +- 11e hif hnd wolf c.t t,1e c1 oor 
but it '1'1.s river r.ie afr · .. frieht - a11r1 arn ·"eter•nined if we 
get a~y ~ore offers to sel, to ~r~ and ret out fro~ unaer -
Je cannot go on like this an~ it isc ' t rirht - \fuen Lester 
helpB I thjnk it ~i~ht te !Q~t puttirg ~ore food after bad 
to keep on rourir:if it irto tr s place - I lo,e it all so much 
and dcn ' t !.i:"e to tr.i.nl that ~va:,. but I an1 ju.st so tired , 
I audie my dear , t'\-:at I ..:ar.'t carry on •rJ.uch more - this ',,.,,t 

1&8 taken it out of me areadfully atd I jt.st can ' t Ree~ to pull 
up at al 1 from it. I th ·-n~" c1, 11+1i ce , it tl e ::lat here ir town 
and a prett~1 n, •~ce in tlie coun:r~- wit} out vrnrr:','; Ot,ld be so 
peaceful ar:d 1 iveable - i,r.d I a'"'l sure \Je 1 oti1 qould bf' r,1uch 
happier once we r-ot ur>Hd tu the chanjle. 

Now de~rert. I: nu, +hie letter muy makP you unhappy, 
t.o know u11 I um goint- throueh \vith LE.re, but \,'e ha·ve just got 
to face things a~d see ~hat is the beet WtiY to get out of it 



ti.n" get .-Lit he WH'1t - we r'cn't either of ~18 \vant \.Orr:, ar::a 
worry - and if a good chance comes to sell I thin}: we s 10 ou]a 

take it . In the meanti"Ile I am trying to get a Jr1ecrJe in 
p1 ace of the La ! .. ottes - but it v..i 11 bb ha:.~c1 L, ·.ave r:trangers 
there - they havA been so sweet and lo·eahle - T ~ouJf not have 
had peL1J:. le more 1 ike "1JT O\m tl:ere than they have been - I a~1 so 
sorr y the~ nust fO -

Pitter sails a weel: -fro':'l S-itm·c~e.:.r and so 
will 1rohab,y be h tme in about three weeks - She is u ner~ouP 
high st~ung little creature and while I have been very flad 
to have her here and do ever,thing I could for her. still she 
has been a strain - she is so nervous and impatient at times -
thougl~ she doesn ' t rea1ly mean to be. I l:no\1 she ..:.c carry:irig 
big worries but so ar:i I und I h~ven ' t the strength to cope with 

ever;ythi ng - e.nd I have wan tea t:i.ir~ge to be r ight for her -
for vour sake - I hone LcEt er ' e ~ffalrs will be it order jn 

~ ~ 

the next :ew \veel:s - I do v'1ant ~ou to co·:ie hone - It is where 
you shoul bd a~d I ~i ~J :cu very CTuch . I am ~orriod too about 
Ma.ma . 

Hr. r~etztalJ, a professor in l1resno \Jho was a professor when 
I want to school ther e ana a friend of Jess rs was here ~or a 
couple of days - He is s wl1 H nice an anC: he told Fie o.11 about 
Mama and etc - rm l1as known us for years - He thinks j t vrnuld 
be wo11aerful for her to c Jnf"' oi:er here but he saJP E>he has 
t ailed very Much the past two ~e&r s - ~~; she sent Me some snaps 
the other auy and re~lly ,Maudje, i wus , shocke4 she has changed so 
~uch - ~nd i can ' t undert tand the cane · ~ don t like to thihk of 
you co~ing over here without h~r - i want yoa both so Much -
You must ta1:e care of her for me ,1:fo.ud ie c1 ea.r, u.nd i :f she y,ere to 
rn9.ke the triu over here with you i know she would be al rj ~ht -

otherwise I would have to go over and get heri when the tine cones 
But I th 4 nk jt would be bad for her to have you corrie w:ithont her 

Oh . dear I just don ' t know what to do for the best -

I am sorr y this is ~ot a cheerful letter, but I 
jus t had to tell you al] the details that you must know - now put 
this letter aw~y - but better ati11 burn it up for I think passiLly 
you ~jfht find peop]e interested in reading ~o¥r lett~rs if yo~ 
l eave them about -anf letters rea~ly aren!t rnu6h Ya1 ue to keep -
only a0 ad things ! . 

Goodnight , deurest Maud i e -
<~-· .. 

Love , . . 
'· 

y 

~. _~. s . ,~on ' t tell your troubles to anyone - not even your best 
~r1enc - Ive l earned th1t these la~t few days -

Can't you i nterest any of your fiends in buyi~g so~e of Fitter' s 



1 0 ,rely things - I thinl: it v!OUld be "VPrJr gooo i~ :rou. could! 
Have you ever spoken to tr. Garbutt? If not why don't you 
call him up at hone and tell hjm I said for you to call him 
up and speak to him before you cane home. Remind him that I 
used to co~e up on the hill with Mr. Ivers when they were 
building tl1eir new house - usk about bhe faP.lil;y- for me , and 

then irivi te ther.1 out to tea or etc - He or sor:i.e of the farii 1y 
might be interested when they sec Mrs. ~illard ' F pretty things. 
Also how about Hob Vignolia? He l:nows so man~r people in the 

film world who bive Money •~nd he appreciates the thjngs himself. 
Put on your thinking cap und see i f you can't do some busi~ss 
for J,1rs. t:illnrd . She would appreciute it . 

Hear,rn of love , 


